
Program of Studies SY17-18 Addendum 
 

Additional Courses - Middle School  

6601 HEALTH - GRADE 6 

7601 HEALTH - GRADE 7 

8601 HEALTH - GRADE 8 

Students will be introduced to basic wellness concepts. Lessons will stress proper            
nutrition, physical fitness, anti-bullying, the dangers of drugs and alcohol, non-violent           
solutions, positive relationships, managing stress, and emotional health. 
 
YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE 
7150 - GRADE 7 
8150 - GRADE 8 
This quarter-long course is an introduction to the popular genre of young adult 
literature (YAL). While YAL is typically published for readers in their youth, many 
generations find this genre appealing and enjoyable. YAL’s content and storylines deal 
with realistic issues that teens face every day, though those problems are sometimes 
combined with unrealistic situations, making for books that are hard to put down. 
 
Throughout this course, students will explore a range of YAL texts and discuss 
connections between the literature and realistic situations. A large portion of class time 
will be spent reading and there will be required reading outside of class. There will also 
be projects, presentations, and assessments in conjunction with the reading. Students 
will be expected to participate in class discussions on a regular basis.  
 
7840 INTRODUCTION TO CERAMICS - GRADE 7 
This is an introductory studio class for students to explore the art of ceramics. Emphasis 
will be placed on the design elements: line, shape, texture, form and color. Focus will be 
on hand building techniques: pinch, coil and slabs. Functional as well as sculptural 
applications will be explored. Glazing techniques will be introduced.  
 
8675 INTRODUCTION TO VIDEO PRODUCTION - GRADE 8 
This course is an introductory course that gives students hands-on experience with            
collaboration, creativity and the technology behind the production of television for           
broadcast. Through demonstration, lecture, and various skill-building exercises,        
students will explore techniques in videography, scriptwriting, digital editing, on-air          
performance, directing, audio and lighting. This is a hands-on course with activities            
centered on performance and participation. Students will develop, produce and          
present their work to the school and community.  

 
7160 CREATIVE WRITING - GRADE 7 
This course is designed in a workshop format where students will learn the process of               
writing, including MLA formatting and citing works. Students will write original pieces,            
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participate in class critiques and edit and revise their work. The expectation is that              
students will gain confidence in their ability to write and will benefit from the              
constructive input of others. This course will enable students to experiment with various             
forms of writing as they learn from the work of contemporary authors of prose and               
poetry through author critiques and class discussions. Students will be expected to            
compile portfolios emphasizing their growth as young authors.  

 

Additional Courses - High School  
 

0435 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  
Grades 11 and 12 
5 Credits 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of high school level biology course and 
recommendation by science teacher.   AP students are required to take the fee based 
College Board’s National Advanced Placement exam in May. 
 
The goal of this course is to provide students with the scientific principles,concepts,
and methodologies tounderstand the interrelationships of the natural world.  You
will learn to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and 
human-made, to evaluate the risks associated with these problems and examine
alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them. The course is designed to 
offer an introductory college science experience to meet the requirements of the 
College Board.    A comprehensive description of this course can be found on the College 
Board AP Central Course Description web page at: 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/2128.html 
 
0469 ROBOTICS - COLLEGE PREP 
2.5 Credits 
This course will introduce students to basic design and mechanical engineering 
principles through the use of computer programming, problem solving, and 
collaboration. Students will apply mathematical and scientific concepts as they work in a 
team environment to solve a variety of real world challenges. Hands-on learning and 
critical thinking skills will be emphasized during this introductory level STEM course to 
learn the foundations of building and operating robotic prototypes. 
 
0840 INTRODUCTION TO CERAMICS 
Grades: 9 – 12 
2.5 Credits 
This is an introductory studio class for students who wish to explore the art of ceramics. 
Emphasis will be placed on the design elements: line, shape, texture, form and color. 
Focus will be on hand building techniques: pinch, coil and slabs. Functional as well as 
sculptural applications will be explored. Glazing techniques will be introduced. There will 
also be an introduction to traditional and historical ceramic arts incorporated into the 
studio experiences.  
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0257 HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE & HUMAN RIGHTS - COLLEGE PREP  
Grades 9-12  
2.5 Credits/Semester 
The 20th century saw multiple governments wage war on vulnerable minority groups 

within their borders.  In this course, we will study examples of major genocides from the 

past hundred years; such as the Holocaust, Yugoslavia, and Rwanda.  Through these 

studies we will ask how groups of people become marginalized, how people become 

perpetrators, bystanders or resisters, and how societies try to reform after a genocide 

has concluded.  

 

0712 HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Grades 9-12  
2.5 Credits 
Health & Wellness emphasizes the importance of knowledge, attitudes, and practices           
relating to personal health and wellness. It is a course designed to expose students to a                
broad range of issues and information relating to the various aspects of personal health,              
which include the physical, social, emotional, intellectual, and environmental aspects.          
Topics of exploration include, but are not limited to: nutrition, physical fitness, healthy             
relationships and reporting, stress, weight management. 

 

Remove Courses  
 

8820 VIDEO JOURNALISM AND MEDIA - GRADE 8 
Students will be introduced to basic newswriting and reporting skills, including           
interviewing, researching and fact-checking, and writing and reporting news. Students          
will be introduced to the various elements of a news article. Students will learn about,               
hard news vs. soft news, feature writing, column writing, sports writing, and editorial             
writing; and learning how to put a newspaper/news report together as professionally            
and effectively as possible. Additionally, students will explore multimedia journalism,          
including documentary journalism and reporting in online platforms, such as basic video            
production, using digital images, and creating audio podcasts.  
 
EXPLORATORY LATIN 
Grades 7 & 8 
This course exposes all middle school level students to Latin. The middle school Latin 
program will cover cultural, historical, and linguistic components. The course will 
introduce vocabulary used in modern world languages; and lessons will help students 
understand and appreciate aspects of the Greco-Roman culture. 
 
WORLD CULTURES 
7501 Grade 7  
This course will introduce students to people and cultures around the world. Lessons 
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will utilize videos, the internet, magazines, and other resources to gain a deeper 
understanding of people, cultures, geography, and challenges in different regions of the 
world. This enrichment course is available to 7 th grade students who have 
demonstrated mastery of grade 7 MA Curriculum Framework math standards 
 
 
LATIN I 
Grades 9-12 
5 Credits 
This course is intended to develop reading and writing skills. The inflection of Latin 
words and the formation of Latin sentences are the core of the material studied. 
Vocabulary and derivation of English words from Latin are included in each unit of the 
course. Translation of short readings on Roman culture and history begins the 
development of translation skills. Some study of classical Roman culture, mythology, 
and history are included in the curriculum.  Learning vocabulary and studying grammar 
are essential elements of the daily home assignments. 
 
8106 CREATIVE WRITING - GRADE 8 
This course is designed in a workshop format where students will learn the process of               
writing, including MLA formatting and citing works. Students will write original pieces,            
participate in class critiques and edit and revise their work. The expectation is that              
students will gain confidence in their ability to write and will benefit from the              
constructive input of others. This course will enable students to experiment with various             
forms of writing as they learn from the work of contemporary authors of prose and               
poetry through author critiques and class discussions. Students will be expected to            
compile portfolios emphasizing their growth as young authors.  
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